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Patent claims 

1. Compounds of fomnula I 




(I) 

fn which 

R1 is hydrogen or 1 -4C-aIkyl, 
R2 is hydrogen or 1 ^C-alkyl, and 

R3 is 1-4C-alkyl, trifluoromettiyl, or completely or predominantly fluorine-substltiited 1-4C-alkoxy; 
or In which 

R1 is 3-7C-cycloalkyl, phenyl-1-4C-alkyl, hydroxy-2-4C-alkyl, 1-4C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl, phenyl, 

pyridyt, or R1 1 - and/or R12-substituted phenyl. In which 
R1 1 is 1 -4C-aIkyI, halogen, 1 -4C-alkoxy, or mono- or di-1-4C-a!kylamlno, 
R1 2 is 1 -4G-alkyl or halogen, 

R2 is hydrogen. liydroxy-2-4C-alkyl, 1^C-alkoxy-2^-alkyl or i-4C-alkyl. and 

R3 is hydrogen, halogen, 1-4C-alkoxy, 1 -4C-alkyl. trlfluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly 

fluCRine-substituted 1-4C-atkoxy; 
or in which 

R1 and R2 together and with Inclusion of the nitrogen atom, to which they are bonded, fbnm a 

heterocyclic ring Het, in which 
Het is a fully saturated or partially unsaturated mono- or fiised Ucydlc ring or ring system made up 
of 

a first constituent being a 3- to 7-membered monocyclic fully saturated non-aromatic 
heterocyclic ring B, 

which heterocyclic ring B comprises one to three heteroatoms independently selected 
from nitrogen, oxygen and sulfur, 

and which heterocydic ring B te optionally substituted by one or two oxo groups, 

and, optionally, fused to said first constituent 

a second oonstituent being a benzene ring, 
and which ring Het Is optionally substituted by IR21 on a ring carbon atom, 
and/or which ring Het is optionally substituted by R22 on a further ring carbon atom, 
and/or which ring Het is optionally substituted by an ethylenedioxy group, 
and/or which ring Het is optionally substituted by R23 on a ring nitrogen atom, 
In which 

R21 ls1-4C-alkyi, 1^4C-alkoxyorphenylcarbonyl, 
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R22 is 1 -4C-alkyl or 1 -4C-alkoxy , 

R23 is 1-4C-alkyl, phenyl-1-4C-alkyl. 1-4C-alkylcarbonyi, 1 -4C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl, mono- or di-1-4C- 
alkylamlno-2-4C-aIkyl, phenyl, pyrimldyl, pyridyl, formyl, 3-7C-cycloalkyl, 3-7C-cycloalkylmethyl, 
or R231- and/or R232-substitiited phenyl, in which 

R231 is halogen, cyano or 1-4C-alkyl, 

R232 is halogen or 1-4C-alkyl, and 

R3 Is hydrogen, halogen, 1-4C-alkoxy, 1-4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly 

fluorine-substituted I^C^koxy; 
and in which 

R4 Is hydHDgen. halogen, 1-4C-alkyl or 1-4C-alkoxy, 
R5 is 1-4C-alkyl, 
A Is 1-4C-alkylene; 

the salts, N-oxides and the salts of the N-oxides of these compounds. 

2. Compounds of fonmula I according to claim 1 , 
in which 

R1 is hydrogen or 1 -4C-alkyl. 
R2 is hydrogen or 1 -4C-alkyl. and 

R3 is 1 -4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly fluorine-substituted 1-4C-alkoxy; 
or in which 

R1 is 3-7C-cycloalkyl. phenyl-1-4C-alkyl. hydroxy-2-4C-alkyl, 1-4C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl. phenyl, 

pyridyl, or Ri 1- and/or R12-sut>stituted fJienyl, in which 
R1 1 is 1 -4C-alkyl. halogen, 1 -4(>alkoxy, or di-1-4C-alkylamino, 
R12 is 1 -^C-alkyl or halogen, 

R2 Is hydrogen, hydroxy-2-4C-alkyl. 1^-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl or 1-4C-alkyl, and 
R3 Is hydrogen, halogen, 1-4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly fluorine- 
substituted 1-4C-alkoxy; 
or In which 

RI and R2 together and with inclusion of the nitrogen atom, to which they are bonded, form a 

heterocyclic ring Het in which 
Hot is a fiilly saturated or partially unsaturated mono- or fused Ucydic ring or ring system made up 

a first constituent being a 3- to 7-membered monocyclic fully saturated non-aromatic 
heterocyclic ring B, 

which heterocyclic ring B is piperazine, morpholine, thiomorphoiine, homopiperazine, 
piperidine, pyrrolidine or azetidine, 

and which heterocyclic ring B is optionally substituted by one or two oxo groups, 
and, optionally, fused to said first constituent, 
a second constituent being a benzene ring, 
and which ring Het Is optionally substituted by R21 on a ring carbon atom. 
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and/or which ring Het is optionally substituted by R22 on a further ring cari:)on atom, 
and/or which ring Het is optionally substituted by an ethylenedloxy group, 
and/or which ring l-let is optionally substituted by R23 on a ring nitrogen atom, 
in which 

R21 is 1-4C-alkyi, 1-4C-altcoxy or phenylcarbonyl, 
R22 is 1-4C-alkyl or 1-4C-alkoxy, 

R23 is 1-4C-alk^, phenyl-1^4C-alkyl, 1-4C-aikylcarbonyl, 1-4C-allcoxy-2-4C-aHcyl, phenyl, or R231- 

and/or 1^32-substituted phenyl, in which 
IR231 is halogen, cyano or 1-4C-alkyl, 
R232 is halogen or 1>4C-alkyl, and 

R3 is hydrogen, halogen, 1^-alkyi, trifluoronnethyl, or completely or predominantly fluorine- 
substituted 1*4C-all(0xy; 
and in which 

R4 Is hydrogen, or 1 -4C-aUcyl, 
R5 Is methyl, 
A is ethylene; 

the salts, N-oxides and the salts of the N-oxides of these compounds. 

3. Compounds of fbnnula I according to claim 1 , 
in which 

R1 is hydrogen or 1 -4C-alkyl, 
R2 is hydrogen or 1 -4C-alkyi, and 

R3 is 1 -4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly fluorine-substituted 1 -4C-alkoxy; 
or in which 

R1 is 3-7C-cycloalkyI, phenyl-1-4C-alkyl. hydroxy-2-4C-alkyl, 1^C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl, phenyl, 

pyridyl, or R11- and/or R12-subst]tuted phenyl, in which 
R1 1 is 1-4C-alkyl, halogen, 1-4C'-alkoxy, or di-1-4C-alkylamino, 
R1 2 is 1 -4C-alkyl or halogen, 

R2 is hydrogen, hydroxy-2-4C-aikyl, 1-4C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl or 1-4C-alkyl, and 
R3 is hydrogen, halogen, 1-4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly fluorine- 
substituted 1-4C-alkoxy; 
or in which 

R1 and R2 together and with inclusion of the nitrogen atom, to which they are bonded, fbrni a 
heterocyclic ring Het, in which 

Het is piperidinyl, pyrrolidinyl or azetidlnyl, or 

morphollnyl, thiomorpholinyl, S-oxo-thlomorpholinyl or S.S-dioxo-thlomorpholinyl, or 

1,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoquinollnyl or di-(1-4C-alkoxy)-1,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoquinolinyl, or 

piperidinyl substituted by either ethylenedloxy or R21 , or 

4N-<R23)-piperazinyl or4N-(R23)-homopiperaziny!, or 

4N-(H)-1 ,4-diazepan-5-one-1-yl or4N-(R23)-1,4-dla2epan-5-one-1-yl, 
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in which 

R21 is 1-4C-alkyl, or phenylcarbonyl, 

R23 is 1-4C-alkyl, phenyl-1^C-alkyl, 1-4C-alkylcarbonyl, 1-4C-all<oxy-2-4C-alkyl, phenyl, or R231- 

and/or R232-subsfituted phenyl, in which 
R231 is halogen, c^ano or 1-4C-alkyl, 
R232 is halogen or 1-4C-alkyl, and 

R3 is hydrogen, halogen, 1-4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly fluorine- 
substituted 1-4C-alkoxy; 
and in whidi 

R4 is hydrogen, or 1 -4C-alkyl, 
R5 is methyl, 
A Is ethylene; 

the salts, N-oxides and the salts of the N-oxIdes of these compounds. 

4. Compounds of fomiula I according to dalm 1 , 
in which 

R1 is hydrogen or 1 -4C-alkyi, 
R2 is hydrogen or 1 "4C-all^l, and 

R3 is 1 -4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly fluorine-substituted 1-4C-aikoxy; 
or in which 

R1 is 3-7C-cycloalkyl, phenyl-1-4C-alkyi, hydroxy-2-4C-aikyl, 1-4C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl, phenyl, 
pyridyi, or R1 1- and/or R12-substltuted phenyl, In which 

^her 

R1 1 is 1 -4C-alkyl, 1-4C-alkoxy, or di-1-4C-alkyiamino, and 

R12 is halogen, 

or 

R1 1 Is halogen, 1 ^C-alkoxy, or dl"1-4C-alkylamino, and 
R12 is1-4C-aikyl, 

R2 Is hydrogen, hydroxy-2-4C-alkyl, 1-4C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl or 1-4C-alkyl, and 
R3 is hydrogen; 
or in which 

R1 and R2 together and with Inclusion of the nitrogen atom, to which they are bonded, form a 

heterocyclic ring Het, in which 
Het is piperidinyl, pyrrolidinyl or azetidinyl, or 

morphollnyl, thiomorphollnyl, S-oxo-thiomorpholinyl or S,S-dioxo-thiomorpholinyl, or 

1,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoqulnolinyl or di-(1-4C-aIkoxy)-1,2.3.4-tetrahydroisoquinollnyl. or 

piperidinyl substituted by either ethylenedioxy or R21, or 

4N-(R23)-piperazinyl or4N*<1-4C-alkyl)-homopiperazinyl, or 

4lsl-(H)-1,4-diazepan-5-one-1-yl, 4N-(phenyl-1-4C-alkyl)-1,4-diazepan-5-one-1-yl or4N-(1- 
4C-alkyl)-1 ,4-diazepan-5-one-1 -yl, 
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in which 

R21 is 1-4C-alkyl. or phenylcarbonyl, 

R23 is 1-4C-alkyl. phenyl-1-4C-alkyl. 1-4C-alkylcarbonyl. 1-4C-alkoxy-2-4C-«lkyl. phenyl, or R231- 

and/or R232-substituted phenyl, In which 
R231 is halogen, cyano or 1-4C-aikyl, 
R232 is halogen or 1-4C-alkyl. and 

R3 is hydrogen, halogen. 1-4C-alkyl. trffluoromethyl. or completely or predominantly fluorine- 
substituted 1-4C-alkoxy; 
and in >which 

R4 is hydrogen, or 1 -4C-alkyl, 
R5 Is methyl. 
A is ethylene; 

the salts, N-oxIdes and the sate of the N-orfdes of these compounds. 

& Compounds of fomiula I according to dalm 1 , 

In whicli 

R1 is methyl, 

R2 Is methyl, and 

R3 is methyl, trifluoromethyl, or trifluoromethoxy; 
or in which 

R1 Is cyclohexyl. cyclobutyl. cyclopropyl, benzyl. 2-hydroxy-ethyl, 2-methoxy-ethyt. phenyl, pyridyl, 
or R1 1- and/or R12-substltuted phenyl, In which 

either 

R1 1 is methyl, methoxy, or dimethylamino. and 

R12 Is fluorine. 

or 

R1 1 is fluorine, chlorine, methoxy, or dimethylamino, and 
R12 is methyl, 

R2 is hydrogen, 2-hydroxy-ethyl, 2-methoxy-efliyl, or methyl, and 
R3 is hydrogen; 
or in which 

R1 and R2 together and with inclusion of the nitrogen atom, to which they are bonded, form a 

heterocyclic ring Het, in which 
Het is piperidinyl, pyrrolidinyi or azetidinyl. or 

morpholinyl, thiomorpholinyl, S-oxo-thiomorpholinyl or S.S-dioxo-thlomorpholinyl, or 

1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoquinollnyl, di-methoxy-1 ,2.3,4-tetrahydroisoqulnolinyl, or dl-ethoxy- 

1,2,3.4-tetrahydroisoqulnolinyl, or 

4.4-ethylenedioxy-plperidinyi or4-(R21H>lperidlnyl. or 

4N-(R23)-piperazfnyl or4NHrnethyl-hoiTiopiperazlnyl, or 
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4N-(H)-1,4-dlaz€pan-5-one-1-yl, 4N-benzyl-1,4-diazepan-5-one-1-yl, 4N-methyH,4- 
dlazepan-5-onG-1-yl, or 4N-ethyl-1 ,4-cHazepan-5-one-1-yl, 
in which 

R21 IS methyl, or phenylcarbonyl. 

R23 is methyl, ethyl, benzyl, phenethyl, acetyl, 2-methoxy-ethyl, phenyl, or R231- and/or R232- 
substituted phenyl, in which 

either 

R231 is chlorine, cyano or methyl, and 

R232 is chlorine, 

or 

R231 is chlorine, cyano or methyl, and 
R232 is methyl, and 

R3 Is hydrogen, fluorine, chlorine, methyl, trifluoromethyl, or trifluoromethoxy; 
and In which 

R4 Is hydrogen, or methyl, 
R5 is methyl, 
A Is ethylene; 

the salts, N-oxides and the salts of the N-oxides of ttiese compounds. 

6. Compounds of formula I according to claim 1 , 
in which 

R1 is hydrogen or 1 -4C-alkyl, 
R2 Is hydrogen or 1 -4C-alkyl, and 

R3 Is 1--4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly fluorine-substituted 1-4C-alkoxy; 
or 

R1 is 3-7C-cycloalkyl, phenyl-1-4C-alkyl, hydroxy-2-4C-alkyl, 1-4C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl, phenyl, 

pyridyl. or R1 1- and/or R12-substituted phenyl, in which 
R1 1 is 1-4C-alkyl, halogen, 1-4C-aikoxy, or mono- or di-1-4C-alkylamino, 
R12 is 1 -4C-alkyI or halogen, 

R2 Is hydrogen, hydroxy-2-4C-alkyl, 1-4C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl or 1-4C-alkyl, and 
iR3 Is hydrogen, halogen, 1-4C-alkoxy, 1^-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly 
fluorine-substituted 1-4C-alkoxy; 

or 

R1 and R2 together and with inclusion of the nitrogen atom, to which they are bonded, fbrni a 

heterocyclic ring Het, in which 
Het is a 3- to 10-membered saturated or partially saturated heterocyclic ring comprising totally 1 to 3 

heteroatoms selected from a group consisting of oxygen, sulfur and nitrogen, and optionally 

substituted by R21 on a ring carbon atom and/or by R22 on a further ring carbon atom and/or by 

R23 on a ring nitrogen atom, in which 
R21 is 1 -4C-alkyl, 1-4C-alkoxy or phenylcart)onyl. 
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R22 fs 1 ^C-alkyl or 1 -4C-alkoxy, 

R23 Is 1-4C-alkyl, phenyl-1-4C-alkyl, 1-4C-a!Icylcarbonyl, 1-4C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl. mono- or di-1-4C- 
alkylamino-2-4C-alkyl, phenyl, pyrimidyl, pyridyl, fonmyl, 3-7C-cydoalkyl» 3-7C-cycloalkylmethyl. 
or R231- and/or R232-substituted phenyl, in which 

R231 is halogen, cyano or 1-4C-alkyl, 

R232 Is halogen or 1-4C-alkyl, and 

R3 is hydrogen, halogen, 1-4C-ailcoxy, 1-4C-allcyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly 

fluorine-substituted 1-4C-alkoxy; 
R4 is hydrogen, halogen, 1*4C-allcyl or 1-40alkoxy, 
R6 is1-4C-alkyl. 
A is1-4C-alkylene; 

the salts, N-oxides and the salts of the N-oxides of these compounds. 

7. Compounds of formula I according to claim 1 , 
in which 

R1 is hydrogen or 1 -4C-alkyl, 
R2 is hydrogen or 1 -4C-alkyl, and 

R3 is 1 -4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly fluorine-substituted 1 -4C-alkoxy; 
or 

R1 is 3-7C-cycloalkyl, phenyl-1 -4C-alkyl. hydroxy-2-4C-alkyl, phenyl, pyridyl, or R1 1- and/or R1 2- 
sut)stituted phenyl, in which 

either 

R1 1 is 1 -4C-alkyl, 1-4C-alkoxy, or mono- or dl-1-4C-alkylamino, and 

R12 is halogen, 

or 

R1 1 is halogen, 1 -4C-alkoxy, or mono- or di-1-4C-aIkylamino, and 
R12 is1-4C-alkyl. 

R2 is hydrogen, hydroxy-2-4C-alkyl or 1 -4C-aIkyl. and 

R3 is hydrogen, halogen. 1-4C-alkoxy, 1-4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly 
fluorine-substituted 1-4C-alkoxy; 

or 

R1 and R2 together and with inclusion of the nitrogen atom, to which they are bonded, form a 
heterocyclic ring Het, in which 

Het is optionally substituted by R21 on a ring cartjon atom and/or by R22 on a further ring carbon 
atom and/or by R23 on a ring nitrogen atom and is azetldin-1-yl, pyn-olldin-1-yl, piperazin-l-yl, 
thiomorphonn-4-yl, homoplperidin-1-yl, homopiperazin-1-yl. indolin-1-yl. isoindolin-1-yl, 1,2,3,4- 
tetrahydroquinolln-2-yl, piperidln-1-yl, morpholin-4-yl, 1,2,3,4-tetrahydrolsoqulnolin-1-yl, 1,4- 
diazepan-5-one-1-yl, or 1,4-dioxa-8-azaspiro[4.5]decan-8-yl, in which 

R21 is 1 -4C-aikyl, 1 -4C-alkoxy or phenylcarbonyl, 

R22 Is 1-4C-alkoxy. 
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R23 is 1-4C-alkyl. phenyl-1-4C-aIkyl, 1-4C-aIkylcarbonyl, 1-4C-alkoxy-2-4C-alkyl. phenyl, or R231- 

and/or R232-substltuted phenyl, in which 
R231 is halogen, cyano or 1-4C-alkyl, 
R232 is halogen or 1*4C-allcyl. and 

R3 is hydrogen, halogen, 1-4C^lkoxy, 1-4C-alkyl, trifluoromethyl, or completely or predominantly 

fluorine-substituted 1-4C-alkoxy; 
R4 is hydrogen, 
R5 is methyl, 
A is ethylene; 

the salts, N-oxides and the salts of the N-oxides of these compounds. 

8. Compounds of formula I according to claim 1 , 

in which 

R1 Is methyl, 

R2 is methyl, and 

R3 is methyl, trifluoromethyl or trifluoromethoxy; 
or 

R1 is cyclohexyl. benzyl, 2-hydroxyethyl, phenyl, pyridyl, or R1 1- and/or R12-substituted phenyl, in 
whidi 

either 

R1 1 is methyl, methoxy or dimethylamino, and 

R1 2 is chlorine or fluorine, 

or 

R1 1 is chlorine, fluorine, methoxy or dimethylamino, and 

R12 is methyl, 

R2 is hydrogen or methyl, 

or R1 and R2 are both 2-hydroxyethyl, and 

R3 is hydrogen; 

or 

R1 and R2 together and with inclusion of the nitrogen atom, to which they are bonded, form a 

heterocyclic ring Het, in which 
Het is piperidin-1-yl. or piperidin-1-yl substituted by R21 , in whic^ 
R21 is methyl or phenyicarbonyl, 
or 

Het is 1,2,3.4-ietrahydrolsoquinolln-2-yl substituted by R21 and R22, in which 
R21 is methoxy. 
R22 is methoxy, 
or 

Het is piperazin-1-yi substituled by R23 on 4-N, in which 
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R23 is methyl, ethyl, benzyl, phenethyl, acetyl, 2-methoxyethyi, phenyl, or R231- and/or R232- 

substituted phenyl, in which 
R231 is chlorine, cyano or methyl, 
R232 is chlorine or methyl, 
or 

Het Is 1 ,4<liazepan-5-one-1-yl, or 1 ,4-diazepan-5-one-1-yi substituted by R23 on 4-N, In which 

R23 is methyl, ethyl or benzyl, 

or 

Het is homopiperazin-1-yl substituted by R23 on in which 

R23 is methyl, 

or 

Het is morpholin-4-yl, aze1idin-1-yl, pyn*olidin-1-yl, or 1.4-<lioxa-8-azaspiro[4.5]decan-^yl, and 
R3 Is hydrogen, fluorine, chlorine, methyl, trifluoromethyl or trifluoromethoxy; 
R4 is hydrogen, 
R5 is methyl, 
A is ethylene; 

the salts, N-oxIdes and the salts of the N-oxides of these compounds. 

9. A compound of formula I according to claim 1 which is selected from 

1. 2-[2-{4-Methoxypyridin-2-yl)ethyl]-^[4-(4-methylplperazln-1-yl-sulfonyl)- 
phenyQ-3H-lmidazo- [4,5-b]pyridine 

2. 2-[2-(4-Methoxypyrldln-2-yl)ethyQ-6-[4-(445enzylpipera2ln-1-yl-sulfo^ 
phenyq-3H-imldazo- [4,5-b]pyridlne 

3. 2-[2-(4-Methoxypyridln-2-yl)ethyl]-6-[4-{4-phenylpiperazlri-1-yl-su^ 
phenyr|-3H-imidazo- [4.5-b]pyr!dine 

4- 2^2-(4-Methoxypyridin-2-yl)ethyO-644-[4-(4-cyanophenyl)-piperazin"1-y^ 

sulfonyQ-phenyl}~3HHmidazo- [4,5-blpyrldine 
6. 2-[2-(4-l\4ethoxypyridin-2-yl)ethyO-6-[4-(4-p-tolyi-piperazin-1-yl-sulfonyl)-ph^ 

[4,5-b]pyridine 

6. 6-{4H[4-(2,4-Dimethylphenyl)-piperazin-1 -yl-sulfbnyi]-phenyl}"2- 
[2-(4-niethoxy-pyridin-2-yl)ethyq-3H-imidazo[4,&-b]pyi1dine 

7. 6-{4-[4-(3.5-Dic*ilorphenyl)-piperazin-1-yl-sulfonyl]-phenyl}-2- 
[2-(4-methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)ethyI]-3HHmidazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

8. 6-{4-[4-(2-Methoxy-ethyl)-piperazin-1 -yl-sul1bnyl]-phenyl}-2- 
[2~(4-methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)ethyl]-3H-imldazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

9. 6-[4-(4-Acetyl-piperazin-1 -yl-*sulfonyl)-phenyl]-2- 
[2-(4-metho)cy-pyridin-2-yl)ethyl]-3H-imidazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

10. 2-[2-(4-Methoxypyridin-2-yl)ethyq-6-[4-(morpholin-4-yl-sul1b^ 
phenyl]-3H-!midazo-[4,5-b]pyridine 
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1 1 . 2-[2-<4-Methoxypyridin-2-yl)ethyO-6-I4-(4-methyl^^ ,4ldlazepan-1-yl-sulfonyl)-phenyl]-3H- 
imidazo-[4,5-b]pyridine 

1 2. 2^2-(4-Methoxypyridin-2-yl)ethyl]-6-[4-(4HrTiethyl-piperid*^^ -yl- 
sulfonyl)-phenyl]-3H-imidazo-[4,5-b]pyridine 

13- 6-[4-(4-Ben2oyl-piperidin-1-yl-sulfbnyl)-phenyll-2- 

[2-<4-methoxyi3yridin-2-yl)ethyq-^H-imidazo[4,5-b]pyri 
14. 6-[4-(1 ,4-dioxa-&-azaspiro[4.Sldecan-8-yl-sulfbnyl)-phenyIl-2- 

[2-<4-methoxyi3yridin-2-yl)ethyq-3H-imidazo[4.5-b]pyridi^ 
15- 6-[4-(6J-Dlmethoxy-1,2,3.44etrahydroisoquinolin-2-yl-sulfonyl)i>hen 

242-(4-methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)ethyll-3H-imidazoI4,5-b]pyridlne 

1 6. 6-{4-(1 ,4-Diazepan-5-one-1 -yl-su!fonyl)-phenyri- 
2H;2-(4-methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)ethyl]-3H-imidazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

17. N-(2-Hydroxyethyl)-4-{2-[2-(4-memoxypyridln-2-yl)ethyO-3HH^ 
[4,5-b]pyridin-6-yl}benzenesulft)namid 

1 8. N,N-Bls-(24iydroxyethyl)-4-{2-[2-<4-methoxypyridln-2-yl^ 
[4,5-b]pyridln-^^b6nzenesul1bnamid 

1 9. N-Benzyl-4-{2^2-<4-methoxypyridin-2-yl)8thyq-3H-imldazo- 
[4,5«b]pyridin-6-yl}benzenesulfonamid 

20. N-CycIohexyI-4-{242K4-methoxypyridin-2-yl)ethyl]-3H-imidazo- 
[4,5~b]pyridin-6-yl}benzenesulfonamid 

21. 4-{2-[2-(4-Methoxypyridin-2-yl)ethyl]-3H-imldazo[4,5-b]pyridin-^^^ 
N,N-dimethyi-2-trifluormethoxy4)enz0nesulfonarnid6 

22. 4-p-[2-(4-Methoxypyridln-2-yl)ethyO-3HHnrildazo[^ 
N,N<<limethyi-2-trifluoiTnethyl-benzenesulfonarnide 

23. 4-{2-[2-(4-Methoxypyridln-2-yl)8thyO-3H-imidazo[4,5-b]py^ 
N.N-dlmethyl-3-methyl-benzenesulfonannide 

24. 4-^2H2-(4-Methoxypyridin-2-yl)emyQ-3H-imidazo[4,6-b]pyridin-6-yl^ 
N-phenyl-benzenesulfonamide 

25. 4-{2-[2-(4-Methoxypyridin-2-^)ethyO-3H-lmldazoI4,54)]pyridin-^^ 
N-p-tolyl-benzenesulfbnamide 

26. 4-{2^2-(4-MethoxypyridIn-2-yl)ethyO-3H-imldazoI4.5-b]pyri^ 
N-(2-methoxyphenyl)-benzenesuifonannide 

27. N-(4-Dimethylamino-phenyl)-4-{2-[2-^4-methoxypyridin-2-yl^^ 
[4,5-b]pyridin-6-yl}benzenesulfonamid 

28. N-<4-Chlorphenyl)-N-methyl-4-{2-[2-(4-methoxypyridin-2-yl)^^ 
[4,5-b]pyridin-6-yl}benzenesuIfonamid 

29. 2-[2-{4-Methoxyi5yridin"2-yl)-ethyl]-6-[4-(4-phenethyliDipera^ 
3HHmidazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

30. 6-[4-(4-Ethyl-^lpei^ne-1-suifbnyi)-phenyl]-2-[2-(4-meth 
b]pyridine 
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31 . 6-{4-[4-(2.6-Dimethyl-phenyl)-pipera2lne-1 -sulfonyQ-phenyO-2-[2-(4Hrnethoxy-pyrid!n-2«yl)-eto^^ 
3H-imidazo[4.5-b]pyriclinG 

32- 2-[2-<4-Methoxy-pyiidln-2-yl)-e%l]-6-[4-(4K>-tolyl-pipei^ 
3H-imidazo[4,5-b]pyridlne 

33- 2-[2-{4-Methoxy-i)yridln-2-yl)-ethyn-6H;3-(4-methyl-pfper^^ 
3H-im!dazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

34. 2-[2-(4-Methoxyi>yridin-2-yl)-«thyq-6-[4-(piperidine-1-sul^^ 
b]pyridine 

36. 4-{242-(4-Methoxy-pyridIn-2-yl)-ethyl]-3H-imldazoI4,5-^^ 
benzenesulfonamide 

36. 2-[2-(4-Methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyl]-6-[4-(4-methyl-piperazine-1"^^ 
phenyl]-3H-imidazo[4,54)]pyridine 

37. 6J-Dletho)cy-2-(4-{2-I2-(4-methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-emyl]-3HH 
benz0nesulfbnyl)-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydro-isoquinollne 

38. 2-[2-(4-Methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyl]-6-[4-(4-methyli}l^ 
pheiiyQ-3H-imidazo[4,5-b]pyrid!ne 

39. 643-Fluoro-4-(4Hrnethyl-pipeiudne-1-sulfonyl)i3henyO-^^^ 
imidazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

40- 6-[3-Ch!oro-4"(4-methyl-pipei^*ne-1-sulfonyl)-phenyQ-2-[2-(4-m 
imidazo[4,5-b]pyiidine 

41 - 6-[2-Fluoro-4-(4-methyl-piperazine-1 -su!fonyl)-phenyl]-2-[2-(4-melhoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyl]-3H- 

imidazo[4,5-b]pyridine 
4Z 4-BenzyI-1-(4-C242-(4-methoxy-pyridln-2-yl)-ethyn-3H-lm 
benzenesuHbnylHI ,4]diazepan-5-one 

43. 4-{242K4-Methoxy-pyridlrv2-yl)-ethyl]-3H-imidazoI4,5-b]pyri^ 
benzenesulfonamide 

44. 2~[2-(4-Methoxy-pyridln-2-yl)-^thyl]-642-methyl-4-(4Htieft^^ 
3H-imidazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

45. 1-(4-{2-[2-(4-Methoxyi)yridin-2-yl)-ethyl]-3H4nnldazo[4,5-b]pyridin^^ 
methyl-[1 ,4]dia^pan-5-one 

46. 4-Ethyl-1-(4-{2-[2-(4HTnethoxy-pyridIn-2-yl)-ethyn-^^ 
benzenesuHbnylHI f4]diazepan-5-one 

47. 4-PH;2-(4-Methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyl]-3H4nrildazo[4,5-b]py^^ 
benzenesulfonamide 

48. 4-P42-<4-Methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyl]-3HHmidazo[4,5-b]pyridin^ 
benzenesulfonamide 

49. 4«p-[2-(4-Methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyQ-3H-4midazo[4.5-b]pyridin-6^ 
benzenesulfonamide 

50. ^H4-DlmethylamIno-phenyl)-4-{2^2-(4-methoxy-pyridfn-2-yl^ 
yl}-N-methyl-benzene8ulfonamide 
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51. N-(2-Fluoro-4Hrnethyl-phenylH-{2-[2K4-metho)v-^ 
yl}-benzenesulfonamide 

52. N-(4-Methoxy-phenylHH2-[2-<4-methoxy-pyridin-2-^^ 
benzene^lfbnamide 

53- N-(4-Methoxy-phenyl)-4-{2-[2-{4Hiiethoxy-p^^ 
methyl-benzenesulfbnamide 

54. 4-p-[2-<4-Methoxy-pyridln-2-yl)-ethyll-3H-imldaz^ 
benzenesulfonamide 

55. N-(4-Chloix>-phenylH-{2H;2-(4-methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)^ 
benzenesulfonamide 

56. 2-[2-(4-Methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyl]-6^4KpyiTolidlne-1-sulfonyl)-phe 
b]pyridine 

57. 6-I4-(A2BtIdlne-1-«ulfonyl)-phenyl]-242K4-methoxyH[)yri^ 

58. N,N-Bls-(2-methoxy-ethylH-p-[2K4-methoxy-pyrid^ 
benzenesulfonamide 

59. N<^dobutyl-4-{2-[2-<4Hmethoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyll-3H 
sulfonamide 

60. N"Cydopropyl-4-{2^2-^4-methoxy-pyrld!n-2-yl)-ethyl]-3H-lmidazo[4,54^^ 
sulfonamide 

61 . 2-[2-(4-Methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyl]-7-methyl-6-[4-(pyiTOlldlne-1 -sulfbnyl)-phenyll-3H- 
lmidazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

62. 2-[2-<4-Mettioxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyl]-7-methyl-6-[4-(piperidine-1^ 
lmidazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

63. 2-[2-(4-Methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyQ-7Hfnethyl-6-[4-(morpholl^ 
lmidazo[4,5-b]pyridine 

64. 6-[4-.(Azetidlne-1-sulfbnyl)iDhenyl]-2-[2-<4-methoxy-pyridIn-2-yl^^^ 
[4,5-b]pyridine 

65- 2-[2-(4-Methoxy-pyridin-2-yl)-ethyl]-6-[4-(thiomorpholine-4^ 
3H-imldazoI4,5-b]pyrldlne 

66. 2"[2-(4-Methoxy-pyridln-.2-yl)-ethyl]-6-(4-(1 -oxo-1 l(4)-thiomorphollne-4-sul«Dnyl)-phenyll- 
3H-lmidazo[4,5-b]pyridlne 

67. 6-[4-(1 ,1 -Dioxo-1l(6)-1Jilomorpholine-4-suHbnylH)henyll-2H^^^ 
imidazo[4,5-b]pyridine and 

68. 2-(4-{242-(4-Methoxy-pyridln-2-yl)-ethyl]-3-HHmidazoI4,5-b]pyridin-6- 
1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydro-isoqulnoline, 

or a salt, N-oxide or salt of a N-oxIde thereof. 

10. Compounds of fbmiula I according to claim 1 for the treatment of diseases. 
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ll. Pharmaceutical compositions containing one or more compounds of formula I according to 
claim 1 together with the usual pharmaceutical auxiliaries and/or exciplents. 

12. Use of compounds of formula I according to claim 1 for the producOon of pharmaceutical 
compositions for the treatment of acute inflammatory diseases. 

13. Use of compounds of formula I according to claim 1 for the production of pharmaceutical 
compositions for the treatment of chronic inflammatory diseases of peripheral organs and the CNS. 

14. A method for treating acute inflammatory diseases in a patient comprising administering to said 
patient a therapeutically effective amount of a compound of formula i according to claim 1. 

15. A method for treating chronic inflammatory diseases of peripheral organs and the CNS In a 
patient comprising administering to said patient a therapeutically efiecUve amount of a compound of 
fomnula I according to claim 1. 



